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Dall’antropologia politica all’antropologia dell’agricoltura, e ritorno: una introduzione 
 

Antonio Luigi Palmisano         p.   9 
 

From political anthropology to the anthropology of agriculture, and back: an introduction 
Abstract 

Agriculture accompanies the so-called 'birth of civilisation', marking the human history of the last millennia. The 
anthropology of agriculture is to be seen as closely intertwined with all other anthropologies, but especially with 
political anthropology. In the current configuration of the world, a post-global world, political processes in fact 
profoundly determine the processes of production, distribution and consumption; this is all the more evident in a 
primary sector such as agriculture, now subject to the imperatives of the financial economy. The outcomes of 
agricultural activities, argues the author, no longer depend on the activities of the social actors engaged in production 
and their interaction with the climate, but on the strategic decisions of the great financial co-conspirators, such as 
today's transnational holdings and multinational corporations, now engaged in the geometrically progressive 
accumulation of capital, an accumulation that is parallel to the processes of desertification of the world-of-life. 
Agricultural anthropology thus allows the unravelling of the relationship between the past, present and future of 
societies, i.e. the relationship between man and his Being there. 
Keywords: agriculture, post-global world, political anthropology, privatisation, multinational corporation 
 
 
Osoyoos Nk’Mip Cellar in British Columbia. Pratica vinicola tra negoziazioni di autogoverno 
e comprensione multisensoriale e incorporata del consumo del vino  
 

Linda Armano           p. 21 
 

Osoyoos Nk’Mip Cellar in British Columbia. Wine practice between negotiations of self-governance and the 
multisensory, embedded understandings of wine consumption 

Abstract 
This contribution focuses on Osoyoos Nk'Mip Cellar, an indigenous winery in British Columbia. Specifically, this study 
has highlighted the possibility of overcoming the classic dichotomy, often present in anthropological studies focused on 
agricultural practices, between a subsistence system and an industrial agricultural production. In particular, the 
productive and cultural context of Osoyoos Nk'Mip Cellar allowed joining, within the same investigation, issues related 
to the actions of indigenous self-determination against the Canadian government, which proved to be an important 
factor of attraction for visitors particularly sensitive to the issues of political recognition of native Canadian groups. To 
these considerations is also added the preference of consumers towards particular wines, such as Icewine, which also 
allowed the investigation of the consumption experiences of visitors in the winery. 
Keywords: Osoyoos Nk'Mip Cellar, Okanagan valley, self-determination, indigenous viticulture, sustainable 
indigenous agriculture 



 
 
 
“Andremo via di qui vincitori o morti”: il movimento contadino indiano e l’occupazione a Delhi 
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“We will leave here winners or dead”: the indian peasant movement and the occupation of Delhi 
Abstract 

This article focuses on farmers’ protest which started in November 2020 in Delhi against three laws, introduced by the 
Indian government, that aim to liberalise the agricultural market. Given the historical divisions related to caste, religion 
and class that characterise the Indian society and the peasant movements of the past, the current transversal alliance that 
has distinguished the protest is something new and unusual. In order to understand how this happened, we analysed the 
collective actions and forms of mobilisation implemented by two peasant communities at the forefront of the protest: 
the Sikhs and the Jats. The use of traditional Panchayat meetings, Sikhism practices such as seva and a shared idiom 
such as bhaichara were the cultural elements utilized during the protest and they have characterised the form of their 
militancy: a ‘Sacred activism’ that can find place in the ‘realm’ of social movements bringing inspiring results, as 
witnessed by the success of the Indian peasant protest. 
Keywords: India, farmers’ protest, sacred activism, Three farm laws, Hindutva 
 
 
Farming money in Nakuru County: small farmers and the meaning of the market in the 
western part of Kenya 
 

Michele Filippo Fontefrancesco - Dauro Mattia Zocchi      p.  75 
 

Abstract 
What is the market for small farmers in Kenya? What does farming mean for them? These are the key questions that 
move the article that investigate the process of market integration of small farming, and the strategies, meaning, and 
aspirations that farmers associate to their activities. Based on the ethnographic fieldwork conducted in Nakuru County 
between 2018 and 2020, the article discusses how small farmers relate with their cultivated land and the market in their 
everyday life, appreciating the material conditions and the hierarchy of values that inform particular choices. In that 
way, it points out the small farmers household economy is enmeshed within the market and shows the centrality of 
money and cash flow as interpretative category used by the farmers to justify their farming practices and strategies. 
Keywords: Markets, Farming, Cash-crops, Market integration, Kenya, Eastern Africa 
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Appennini: due case study etnografici a confronto 
 

Lia Giancristofaro - Marta Villa        p. 87 
 

Neo-ruralism, nutritionism, foraging and cultural resistances in Alps and Apennines: two ethnographic case 
studies compared 

Abstract 
The article analyses the complex relationship between city and surrounding territory: suburban agricultural sector and 
spontaneous collection and cultivation of traditional essences have almost disappeared from the food context. The 
citizens search for a healthier lifestyle, but they don’t accept to remember intangible heritages related to the research 
and consumption of specific food and agricultural varieties which in their perception belong to a past of poverty. In 
some rural areas of Trentino Alto Adige/Südtirol and in some urban areas of Abruzzo cultural resistances and new-rural 
interests coexist about the agricultural sector that influence food domestication of families. At the same time new 
agricultural and food trend are born: if these are practiced superficially and without knowledge of traditional 
community heritage, they still bring to serious problems. The two case study compared can add a piece to new research 
season related to these connection between territories and people. 
Keywords: agricultural traditional heritage, foraging, connection territory-people, spontaneous collection, health 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Una experiencia antropológica comparada de la vida rural en México e Italia: el viaje a la 
Toscana, encuentro de conciencias 
 

Jorge Maldonado          p. 113 
 

A comparative anthropological experience of rural life in Mexico and Italy: the trip to Tuscany, meeting of 
consciences 

Abstract 
This article is part of wide research, which expounds a comparative study among Los Altos in Northern Jalisco and 
Castel del Piano in Northern Tuscany. Nowadays, these communities maintain local practices, like traditional 
agriculture and livestock, which confront the intensification of agro-industry in both countries, Mexico and Italy. The 
main objective of this article is to describe, analyze and compare biotic, cognitive and cultural processes related to local 
agro-ecosystems of the rural communities of Tlacuitapan in Mexico and Castel del Piano in Italy. Using the 
ethnographic method of anthropology we approach the transversal analysis of knowledge, practices, and beliefs, of 
specific cases. We have been able to identify biotic and cognitive heritage in everyday activities and in local and 
ecological history, of agricultural production in the Highlands of Jalisco as well as the terraces with vegetable and fruit 
gardens in Tuscany. 
Keywords: Local knowledge; anthropology; biodiversity; agricultural activities; peasant life 
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etnografica 
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TRAMErcato, neo-ruralism and post-agriculturalism in the Orvieto area. Notes of implantation for an 
ethnographic research 

Abstract 
An area characterized by small towns, forests and fields. An urban exodus that in the past has depopulated these 
territories, crowding the suburbs, and a rural exodus that has repopulated abandoned farmhouses and fields, left 
uncultivated. A local market, TRAMErcato, born within a project of social innovation and community welfare. The 
combination of social and environmental capital has stimulated the ethnographic curiosity to inquire the main 
characteristics of the encounter and the relationship between new inhabitants, belonging to the phenomenon defined as 
“neo-ruralism”, and the native population. Starting from the analysis of the project process and the stakeholders that 
have allowed the realization of TRAMErcato, these research notes intend to explore the strategies of self-representation 
of the actors that animate the market (young farmers, peasants, artisans), the pioneers of the occupation movement of 
the abandoned farmhouses, the processes of patrimonialisation of the territory, the resilience strategies to face building 
and financial speculation. Lastly, the research will explore a case study such as “Podere Comune”. 
The following are notes rather than conclusions. Therefore, this article is best described as “research in progress”. 
Keywords: Neo-ruralism; Farmer’s market; Alternative Food Network; Patrimonialisation; Community network; Social 
Innovation; Transition to socioecological sustainability 
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Amelio Pezzetta           p. 177 
 

From subsistence agriculture to post-agriculture: cultural and festive transformations observed in Lama dei 
Peligni (Ch) 

Abstract 
Lama dei Peligni is a small Abruzzo’s town in the province of Chieti characterized by a strong demographic decline and 
by the majority of the population that until a recent past through agriculture and livestock found the means for their 
material sustenance. In today's reality, both have lost the economic importance of the past but have not been completely 
abandoned. The analysis of local events in recent decades shows that there are still people who dedicate themselves to 
agriculture as a second job and as a hobby, cultivating gardens and olive trees. They are joined by other people who 
raise rabbits, pigs and a herd of goats. Several people residing in Lama are also recovering and re-evaluating the ancient 
knowledge of the agro-pastoral community, assigning them new functions and adapting them to the contemporary way 
of life. The rediscoveries have led to the invention of new festivals and the creation of new identity mechanisms. 
In this essay, we will analyze and describe the cultural and festive transformations resulting from the abandonment of 
agricultural activity and what remains or is recovered from the ancient peasant culture. The analytical work of 
contemporaneity is preceded by the description of the relationships that existed in the past between agriculture, culture 
and collective mentality, daily life, the use of agricultural products and the scanning of the festive calendar. The set of 



facts reported first of all shows that in the area of study despite the worrying demographic decrease, a cultural 
dynamism is manifested in which the elements of contemporaneity are mixed with some agro-pastoral traditions of the 
past that are recovered, re-evaluated by assuming new functions. 
Keywords: Lama dei Peligni, agriculture, breeding, post-agriculture, festivals 
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Agrarian extractivism and campesino-indigenous territories in the Chaco salteño (Argentina) 
Abstract 

In this paper, I reflect on the agricultural “productive frontier” expansion on the territories inhabited by campesinos and 
indigenous people, in the Chaco salteño region (Argentina). I specifically focus on the socio-environmental 
consequences of deforestation carried out mainly for the large-scale cultivation of transgenic soybeans and for intensive 
cattle breeding. The current agricultural expansion reminds us of colonial forms of space and population control, 
updated and adapted to the new global scenarios and the neoliberal economy. For these reasons, adopting the 
perspective of those who suffer from deterritorialization, it is possible to speak about neo-colonial extractivism. The 
production model based on monoculture, and the logics connected to it, necessarily involves a transformative power 
that involves territories and societies and imposes a technological, economic, social and political change of an entire 
region that for centuries has been considered an unproductive desert populated by “savages”. 
Keywords: Gran Chaco, deforestation, monoculture, indigenous territories, agribusiness 
 
 


